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Under the above banner, each week you will find information regarding our process of merging our two par-

ishes into one canonical entity, a brand new parish.  We are some of the very last parishes in the Diocese of 

Pittsburgh to undertake this process.  On this page each week you will learn details of how this will take place 

and some of its implications.  Please read it each week. 

Why do we need to change things at this time? 

Change is almost always challenging.  Several year’s ago, Bishop Zubik, after much consultation, came to the 

conclusion that demographic shifts in population, the aging of the clergy and the number of priests being 

ordained and those retiring was leading our diocese to consider some significant chances.  On October 18, 

2015, the Bishop established all the parishes into ‘groupings.”  The eventual intent was that these groupings 
would become parishes.  This has occurred in most parishes in the Diocese.  Our grouping, together with 

three others, are all that remain to complete the process. The Diocese believes that there is no compelling 

reason why this should not take place and has directed that it be completed for us on July 1, 2023. 

What is the difference between a “church” and a “parish”? 

A “parish” is a specific geographic area designated by the diocesan bishop. A pastor is assigned to a parish to 

provide and coordinate pastoral care for those residing in that territory. A parish is a community of people 

living in a specific area.  A “church” is a building designated for worship and the celebrations of sacraments. 

A parish may have several churches. 

What does the “merger” of our two parishes really mean? 

A so called “merger” is really a canonical (Church law) process whereby the Diocesan Bishop suppresses each 

of the parishes and creates a new parish with the canonical territory of the former parishes.  The new parish 

will be given a new name.  

What will be the name of our new parish? 

The Diocese has designed a process that invites input from all parishioners. Suggested names may be 

submitted but cannot be the hyphenated names of the existing parishes. Neither can the suggestions be 

names of current parishes or existing churches. Much more information on this process will be provided. 


